Important Information – Please Read and Then Act

As a community member and/or Dulles South parent please take a moment to review the following information which will impact the educational experience of the students in our communities.

FYI: The tax rate will be set by approx. April 1- You must express your concern TODAY and again TOMORROW!!           

CIP (Capital Improvement)—HS-7 (High school in Dulles to relieve Freedom)

(If you have a child or know a child currently in 4th to 8th grade this is critical!!)
We need to hit the Loudoun County Board of Supervisors (BOS) and the media hard between now and the end of March. And we need to WRITE everyone OFTEN over the course of the next couple weeks…STARTING TODAY!!! Tell friends and neighbors.

· The School Board wants HS-7 (our 2nd high school) to open in 2011; The BOS wants to move it to 2012.
· By delaying HS-7 to FY2010 (meaning a 2012 opening) FHS will be more than 900 students overcapacity – that is 50% over capacity!!
· It is imperative that the BOS return HS-7 to FY09 budget so it can open in 2011.
· Negative ramifications of a delayed opening include: no solution, even with bussing and/or rezoning, to alleviate the overcrowding at Freedom; class sizes will be beyond the maximum; special programs will be dissolved; elective courses will be unavailable; we will see an increase in risky/gang related behavior b/c the numbers of students will be unmanageable; an unsafe school environment; less opportunity to participate in sports and other extra-curricular activities, etc.
We also need to think about funding the LCPS budget in such a way that we will:

· Provide salaries that attract and retain quality teachers and allow our educators to live in the county in which they teach

· Provide outstanding educational opportunities for our children 

· Provide new initiatives and technologies in our classrooms so that our staff members have the resources to teach our kids to be competitive once they graduate

· Provide resources to keep our class sizes low which allows all  students to  receive the educational assistance necessary to be successful
What can you do TODAY???

· Send letters to the entire Board of Supervisors AND to their individual emails. (Stevens Miller is the Dulles Representative)

· Send letters to the editors. Media means attention!

Let them hear the Dulles South Priorities:

· Returning HS-7 to the FY09 budget to open in 2011.

· Fund the school budget

Contact info: It helps to email the supervisors individually as well as the board as a whole.

Board of Supervisors


bos@loudoun.gov

Stevens Miller, Dulles


stevens.miller@loudoun.gov
Jim Burton, Blue Ridge


jim.burton@loudoun.gov


Sally Kurtz, Catoctin


sally.kurtz@loudoun.gov



Scott York, Chairman at Large

scott.york@loudoun.gov

Eugene Delgaudio, Sterling

eugenedelgaudio@erols.com

Kelly Burk, Leesburg


supervisor.kelly.burk@loudoun.gov


Andrea McGimsey, Potomac  

andrea.mcgimsey@loudoun.gov
Susan Buckley, Sugarland Run 

susan.buckley@loudoun.gov
Lori Waters, Broad Run


lori.waters@loudoun.gov
Media: Send letters to the newspapers 

Washington Post, Loudoun Extra
loudounextra@wpni.com 

Loudoun Times-Mirror


ltmeditor@timespapers.com

Easterner




editor@easterner.com



Leesburg Today



Norman@leesburgtoday.com
Dulles South Online (www.dullessouthonline.com) – Kelly@DullesSouthOnline.com
